PROTECTING WATER IN SOUTH COWICHAN
A
COMMUNITIES
lmost two years have passed since you participated in
the South Cowichan Water Community Consultation.
Since then, we have been working hard on projects to
protect water resources in Mill Bay, Cobble Hill,
Shawnigan Lake and Cowichan Bay, and would like to
report back to you on some of our progress.
Although we have been out of touch, we would like you
to know how much we appreciated your input. Your
comments have contributed to making a kind of water
protection “to do” list, which will help keep us on track to
addressing water issues that are important to
south cowichan communities.

Work collaboratively with First
Nations and other governments.
Promote water conservation.
Plan for climate adaptation, to
ensure long term water supply.

Take a look at what we have been up to. And if you have
further thoughts, please feel free to let us know.

Limit new developments to areas
where water supply can be assured.

By phone: 250-746-2641
Email: edy@cvrd.bc.ca
You can also contact your local Area Director.

what you
told us matters:

Address critical issues, such as land uses that
put aquifers at risk and the impacts of failing septic systems.

Develop watershed protection strategies
that restrict hazardous land use activities.
Provide free testing of wells.
Provide public education on best
practices for protecting water
supply and quality.

www.cvrd.bc.ca

Gather and share reliable water
information and make it easy to
understand.

2014 PROGRESS REPORT
COMPLETED
Host educational workshops on the proper care of domestic
wells and septic systems.
Help assess how much water is needed for agriculture in our
community – both now, and under potential future
climate change scenarios.
Create a map to more easily track water quality changes
in creeks and identify pollution sources.
Provide free well testing to private well owners and
assess groundwater quality across the south cowichan area.
Identify aquifers that are naturally vulnerable to
contamination.
Investigate sources of groundwater contamination in the
Fisher Road area, and strategies to avoid fur ther contamination.

Purging a monitoring well before taking
samples for the Fisher Road
Groundwater Study.

ONGOING & TO BE COMPLETED
Obtain a legal opinion on fur ther
steps to protec t groundwater.
Monitor water quality in the M ill Bay ocean area
and inflowing creeks
Encourage rainwater management, so that rain
can replenish our aquifers.

Teaching volunteers how to do creek monitoring activities.

Seek information about groundwater supply
and capacity to suppor t new developments.
Gather data and repor t on changes in
Shawnigan Lake water quality.
Encourage water conser vation through the
C VRD public education booth.
Work with other C VRD depar tments to
identify water conser vation oppor tunities.
Suppor t the mapping and conser vation of
high ecological value areas in the Shawnigan
Lake watershed.

Getting ready to sample a resident’s well for the
groundwater quality survey.

Assist with updating the liquid waste
management plan for M ill Bay, Cobble Hill and
Shawnigan Lake.
These efforts are funded in whole, or in part by, the South Cowichan Water Study.

